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all the members, including General Thomas, ad interim of
the War. Among the matters submitted by Seward was
a long dispatch in relation to Captain Reynolds and the
Lackawanna, addressed to the Hawaiian Minister. The
positions taken were, I thought from the reading, very
well. There is a spirit of mischief among those Islands,
aggravated, I have little doubt, by Reynolds, and they
have sent here a thick-headed, 'garrulous Minister who has
no clear and distinct opinions, and who is obviously the
tool and instrument of the English and French intrigues
at the Sandwich Islands.

After the Cabinet-meeting, had some conversation with
the President on the impeachment. Suggested the ad
interim appointments of Mr. Lincoln when Chase resigned,
and also when Fessenden resigned, Congress being in ses-
sion on both occasions; but an ad interim appointment be-
came necessary until a permanent appointment was made,
in order that the current business of the Department and
Government might go on.

I then remarked that Black did not appear among the
managers and asked if he was behaving badly. The Presi-
dent said he had withdrawn from the case, and he thought
was behaving very badly indeed. [He said] that he had a
letter from B. which he wished me to read. It announced
his withdrawal in justice to his clients in the Alta Vela
case; regretted if it should injure the President, whose
course he justified and approved in these persecutions; de-
nounced Seward Js conduct in the Alta Vela matter, whose
little finger was more potent with the President than the
loins of the law, etc., etc. I said that from the letter and
Black's career I judged he had undertaken to compel him
(the President) to make himself a party in a private suit,
and because he would not, he had lost the service of Mr.
Black, and was also so far damaged as the withdrawal of
one of his leading counsel at a critical moment might in-
jure him in public estimation. The President said that was
true, but if Mr. Black had for a moment deceived himself